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In response to the Office Action dated February 24, 2003 constituting a 
requirement for restriction in the above-identified application, Applicants hereby provisionally 
elect Group L Claims 1-19 are readable on the elected group. The election is made with 
traverse. 

The MPEP states "If the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without serious burden, the examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it 
includes claims to independent or distinct inventions." See MPEP §803 (emphasis added). 
Applicants respectfully submit that a search for the subject matter of both groups of distinct 
inventions would pose no "serious burden." 

There would be no serious burden because the inventions of both Group I and 
Group II can be classified in the same class (class 526), as noted by the February 24, 2003 Office 
Action itself. Accordingly, both Group I and Group II may be searched simultaneously by 
searching class 526. Applicants also respectfully submit that it would be necessary to search both 
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Group I and Group II in order to ensure a complete search for either group and to have a proper 
examination on the merits. 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and withdrawal of the election/restriction 
requirement. In the event that the Examiner disagrees with the reasons set forth above, action on 
the merits of claims 1-19 (Group I) is respectfully requested. 



Mailing Address: 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 

345 Park Avenue 

New York, New York 10154 

(212) 758-4800; 

(212) 751-6849 Telecopier 



Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: March 21, 2003 




Matthew K. Blackburn 
Registration No. 47,428 
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I hereby certify that the following attached paper(s) and/or fee 

1 . Response to Requirement for Restriction; 

2. Return Receipt Postcard 
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is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" 
service under 37 C.F.R. §1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231 

Susan Shen 



(Typed or printed naftfe of person 




g papers(s) and/or fee) 




(Signature of persM mailing paper(s) and/or fee) 



Correspondence Address : 

MORGAN & FINNEGAN, L.L.P. 
345 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10154-0053 
(212) 758-4800 Telephone 
(212)751-6849 Facsimile 
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